
 

City of Newport News Department of Codes Compliance 
2400 Washington Avenue, Newport News, Virginia 23607 Phone (757) 933-2311 Fax (757) 926-8311 
http://www.nnva.gov/codes-compliance Email  propmt@nnva.gov 

 

Poultry Yard Application 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 

Type of Property (indicate one) 
 
Multi-family ___ Single Family___Townhome___ 

 

Name (Individual) – PLEASE PRINT 

Street Address  
Number of Chickens (For Domestic Purposes Only): 

Daytime Phone Number  
(No Roosters Allowed) Email Address 

Owner_____ Tenant_____   

 
ATTACHMENTS AND FEES 

• SKETCH PLAN (Must be attached to application) 
The sketch plan must show the location and size of all pens, coops, cages, and drawing of shelter where 
chickens will be kept. The distance in feet separating pens, coops, or cages from property lines, from any 
residential building, church or school and the nearest adjacent dwelling not owned by the applicant shall be 
shown from the applicant’s personal residence. 

• FILING FEE ($25.00 payable to the City Of Newport News) (Check, cash or money order). 
 
AUTHORITY FOR APPLICATION 
This application must be signed by the owner(s) of the subject property or must have attached to it written evidence of the 
owner’s consent authorizing the applicant to act as his or her agent. Signing this application shall grant   authority to the 
City of Newport News to enter onto the property for the purpose of conducting inspections to verify compliance with 
applicable regulations. ALL APPLICATIONS ARE ACCEPTED ON A CONDITIONAL BASIS. IF UPON REVIEW THE 
APPLICATION IS DEEMED INCOMPLETE, IT WILL BE RETURNED TO THE APPLICANT. Sheds that are greater 
than 256 square feet will require a building permit. 

 
PLEASE LIST ALL 
PROPERTY OWNER(S) 
(If same as applicant skip to signature) 

I have read and understand the requirements 
and standards set forth in Newport News City 
Code 6-2 (reverse side of form). 

Name Applicant’s Signature 

Address DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOX 
OFFICE USE ONLY 

City/State/ZIP  

Daytime Phone Number Date Fee Paid Signature Treasurer’s Office 

Email Address  

Signature Application Number Approval Date 

Signature Signature of Animal Control Officer 
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Sec. 6-2. - Location and maintenance of poultry and animal yards. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain in the city any poultry or animal yard within one hundred seventy- 

five (175) feet of any buildings used for residential purposes or within two hundred fifty (250) feet of any church or 
school building; provided, however, that the person maintaining such a yard may do so within one hundred 
seventy- five (175) feet of such person's own personal residence, and further provided, that this subsection shall 
not apply to the keeping of pigeons. 

 
(b) Notwithstanding the requirements contained in subsection (a) above, keeping up to six (6) chickens shall be 

allowed under the following conditions: 
 

 
(1) Chickens shall be kept and raised for domestic purposes and no commercial activity such as selling 

eggs or selling chickens for meat shall be allowed. 
(2) No  roosters shall be allowed. 
(3) Chickens shall be provided with a covered, predator-proof shelter that is thoroughly ventilated, 

provides sun, shade, protection from the elements and is designed to be easily accessed and 
cleaned; 

(4) All pens, coops or cages shall be located in the rear yard only; 
(5) Pens, coops or cages shall be situated at least twenty-five feet from adjoining property lines; 
(6) Pens, coops or cages shall be kept in a neat and sanitary condition at all times.  No person shall 

store, stockpole or permit any accumulation of chicken litter and waste in any manner whatsoever 
that, due to  odor, attraction of flies or other pests, or for any other reason diminishes the rights of 
adjacent property owners to enjoy reasonable use of their property; and 

(7) All feed for the chickens shall be kept in a secure container or location to prevent the attraction of 
rodents and other animals. 

(8) Any  person desiring to keep chickens pursuant to this subsection shall obtain a permit to do so from 
the Department of Codes Compliance for a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

 
(c) For the purposes of this section, the term "poultry or animal yard" shall include every yard, pasture, enclosure, 

shed or structure used to house: 
 

(1) Live fowl, including in the term “fowl” chickens, ducks, geese and other poultry, except as provided 
otherwise herein; or 

(2) One or more of the following animals:  Cattle, horses, sheep, goats or other domestic animals, other 
than cats or dogs. 

 
(d) Every person maintaining a poultry or animal yard shall keep the same clean and sanitary and free from all refuse, 

decaying food and excrement. 
 
(e) Every poultry or animal yard, except when located in an area zoned agricultural under any existing zoning 

ordinances, shall be adequately enclosed and free from any rodents. The presence of any rodent in any poultry 
or animal yard shall be prima facie evidence that such yard is maintained in violation of this section. 

 
 
(f) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to authorize the keeping of animals of any kind at any place, 

irrespective of distance from any building, when the keeping of such animals is prohibited by any other ordinance. 
Conversely, nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the keeping of animals of any kind at any place, 
irrespective of distance from any building, when the keeping of such animals is permitted by any other ordinance. 
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